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wobiscum, etc. 1 took these words as a good omen,
although I clearly saw that they were not addressed
to so poor a person as I. But it is my opinion that I
come here like the pioneers, who go ahead to dig the
trenches; after them come brave soldiers, who be-
siege and take the place. :

[14] After Mass we went into the woods; the snow
was still very deep, and so strong that it bore our
weight. In the morning there was a hard frost; and,
when I went to wash my hands in the torrent of wa-
ter which flowed down from the mountains, I found
the edges of it completely frozen. Here our people
killed a number of large gray partridges, as large as
our chickens in France. They also killed some
hares, larger-footed than ours, and still a little white;
for in this country the hares are all white, while the
snow lasts, and during the summer they resume their
color like that of the European hares.

The next day we again set sail, and on the 18th of
June we cast anchor at Tadoussac. This is another
bay or very small cove, near which there is a river
named Sagué [Saguenay], which empties into the
great river St. Lawrence. This river [15] is as beau-
tiful as the Seine, about as rapid as the Rosne
[Rhone], and deeper than many places in the sea, for
it is said to be 8o fathoms deep in its shallowest
places. As we were on our way to say the Holy Mass
on the shore, one of aur soldiers killed a great eagle
near its eyrie. Its head and neck were entirely white,
the beak and feet yellow, the rest of the body black-
ish; it was as large as a Turkey-cock. We sojourned
here from the 14th of June to the 3rd of July; that
is to say, 19 days. It was still very cold when we
arrived, but before leaving we felt excessive heat;



